
 

 

 
ABC Appeal Letter, Summer 2020  
 
Dear Friends of Albany Bicycle Coalition, 
 
We hope this finds you well and able to be out on your bike. We wanted to give you a 
quick update on what our activities have been since the pandemic struck and also ask 
for your support in these unprecedented times. 
 
This year we had to cancel or postpone our group rides, including our popular Earth 
Day ride with its environmental theme and the important Ride of Silence, a visual 
reminder that all road users deserve to live. ABC, however, has been actively 
monitoring and promoting the use of bicycles in the Capital region. Those activities have 
included sending out our monthly meeting notes to give you updates on bicycle-related 
information, the only regular updates in the area. Part of those updates have been 
reports on the progress of the South End Connector (now officially open!), connects the 
Hudson-Helderberg Rail Trail with the Mohawk-Hudson Rail Trail, a project that ABC 
has been involved with since its inception.  
 
ABC has also provided advice for the Cycle Schenectady organization, as they sought 
their tax-exempt status. ABC members attended the virtual neighborhood meetings 
sponsored by Albany’s Planning and Development Department as the city seeks input 
on its new Bicycle-Pedestrian Master Plan. We encourage you to complete the 
Department’s online survey and explore their Wikimap. 
 
Most recently, Albany implemented a plan to close streets and restrict parking, to 
expand outdoor dining options. In response, members were out on the streets to assure 
that bike lanes were not impacted, especially on Madison Avenue, which they weren’t. 
ABC sent an email to the city thanking them for keeping those lanes in mind when 
implementing this process. 
 
Not being able to sponsor group rides, however, has left a big hole for us, both 
financially and to our sense of purpose. Besides the Earth Day ride, we had to postpone 
our annual Ride of Silence, an important ride of unity and remembrance that draws 
riders from diverse areas. Future rides are also on hold, for the moment. These include 
a demonstration ride on New Scotland Ave., and a Religious Tolerance Ride visiting 
some of Albany's varied and historic places of worship. Donations for this ride will be 
shared with Albany City Mission which serves many of Albany's oft forgotten "invisible" 
bicycle riders. It will be part of the annual Hudson Valley Ramble. Also, a Patroon 
Creek-Hudson ride which is a continuation of ABC’s effort to revive the proposed 
Patroon Creek trail.  
 
In addition to the camaraderie and educational purposes, the group rides also provide a 
source of donations to our organization as we seek to expand our outreach and 
services. One high-priority project is the expansion of the Bike Albany Map to a more 

https://albanybicyclecoalition.com/category/south-end-bikeway-connector/
https://vizcomm.wixsite.com/albanybikepedplan
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdKtBkamURmeCpNryI2BPWfiFzLEjdCoxquLy5qaFmgA40iYA/viewform
https://wikimapping.com/Albany-BikePed-Master-Plan.html
https://bikealbanymap.com/


 

 

regional focus, a CapitalNYBikeMap. ABC applied for a grant from the CDTC for this 
project in the spring. Unfortunately, we were turned down.  
 
In order to continue our important work, such as the Bike Albany Map expansion and to 
make up for our lost source of donations, we are asking you to contribute what you can 
at this moment. A basic membership is $25, but any amount is appreciated. As a 
reminder, ABC is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization and all donations are tax-
deductible. 
 
Many not-for-profits are suffering at this time. To assist organizations such as ABC, 
Congress passed the CARES Act in the spring. A provision of the Act allows individuals, 
who do not itemize their deductions, an above-the-line credit up to $300 ($600 for 
couples) for cash donations to non-profit organizations in 2020. You can donate through 
our website or send a check to Albany Bicycle Coalition, 127 South Pine Street, Albany, 
NY 12208.  
 
We greatly appreciate any support you can provide and hope to see you soon on a trail 
and/or street. In the meantime, safe riding. 
 
From your fellow riders at the Albany Bicycle Coalition 

++++++ 
 
 
 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=X39SRTHGJ8H6W

